

ARCL 325-A, October 15, 2026 INST SPELLER: Okay.
Let me see if I have this straight. My goal is you will just switch and swap and I think we have 8 groups but it's possible I made a mistake in switching and swapping. If you are homo floresiensis group you should read homo naledi. Make sense? Are you in agreement? You will peer review each other's.
Neanderthal's should be read homo Heidelberg. You should switch with each other.
Then we will go down in time.
Homo erect us you should read about homo georgicus and I think this is where I made a mistake.
STUDENT: Habilis reading --
INST SPELLER: Who did I give habilis to? We have a group of three here. Miocene going -- we have a little three -- three some group happening. So when it comes time for peer feed back, make sure you organize yourselves in a way that you can -- you will get feed back from -- can I make sure we can do it in order?
Habilis doing georgicus. Everything is cool. You need to make sure to swap.
Okay. I will through some -- don't read yet. Stop. For a sec. I need your attention up here for one moment.
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The most important thing is the schedule. Not really but it's important.
There's a small change -- I know. It's great.
I will post it online. There's a small change in there's no seminar on November 26. This one is a week later and there's going to be extra seminar date in case something dramatic happens. I don't know.
There's an earth quake and we only miss one class. If something dreadful happens there's a circumstances that if we need to move things it can move down.
November 26 is a new change. I'm not available. So no seminar that day. But otherwise it will follow the syllabus. Now I will -- I will get you with your group to individually read the worksheets and I know it's not easy to just read something right away but start by reading the work sheets and I want you to individually just make some comments and thoughts about does the -- there's a list of questions I will get you to think about, purpose, structure, design, content. Then you will talk with your own group for about five minutes. And come up with the feed back that you have.
And what I want you to do in the five to ten minutes is write a list of specific things. Then you give the feed back to your peer group. Ten minutes



for each of you. So we will have to figure out with three -- you may have to do 7 minutes or something so we can all get through. But you will give them the strengths, what you liked and some specific constructive feed back, actionable suggestions. Like may be you should put your learning objectives at the top. That sort of thing. As you read them, you want to -- ask yourself, big, is it clear what the seminar is trying to achieve? Do all parts of that contribute. Is the required material covered. Enough sources? Do they have sources identified. Make sense what they are linked to? Can you see the academic content there? Do the presentations, activity and discussion work together? Is there a coherent flow?
Do you think you can deliver this successfully in 80 minutes? Do class mates have enough information to follow. Constructive feed back. Like could be helpful to move this here or add another source, not like this seems vague. Because vague feed back. I trust you all to be caring and constructive with your feed back and then you will meet and then deliver hopefully in ten minutes. Set yourself like allow time for questions. Try to focus on three or four really key points that you want to deliver and explain.



Make sense? You may not need the full ten minutes. What I will do is get out the stations. May be annoying. Putting things in front of you. We will do this for 40 minutes and then finish up with the stations.
Okay? Go.
I will give you about ten minutes to do this
part.
You can write on the paper.
Go ahead and write on the sheets if you want.
It's like scrap and notes for you.


STUDENT: Who was talking?


STUDENT: I was.
I lost my train of thought.
STUDENT: Confused about the order?
And when the -- when we talk and they talk.
STUDENT: I think what they are doing is they will have a presentation and then a discussion after?
I think just header's would help.


STUDENT: I was also -- discussion, doing multiple discussion after each presentation or later? Is this



the discussion or something we have to think about --STUDENT: I was confused about --
STUDENT: I think they need more information in the introductions.
I think they need to add -- give summary of
the...
STUDENT: Yeah.
STUDENT: I think that they should switch around information -- the presentations. Because the first one is talking about debate between whether they should be classified as a separate species or and this one goes over the background and the lead up to that.
So I feel like it should be swapped. May be the pailo environment stuff lessened a bit. As like --what word?
Yeah just a supplemental instead of -- not sure the point they are trying to make.
INST SPELLER: Ready? Ready to switch with our groups?
Remember, kind, constructive feed back.
Start with strengths, areas where it may be improved. Before we start, anyone have questions?
They would like to clarify about the worksheet?
General?
Yeah.
STUDENT: After we get the feed back returned, the final



work sheet is due next week?
INST SPELLER: When? 23. Yeah that sound great. Then off to the races after that with Miocene...whatever the schedule says. For those, sorry, I don't know what happened. For whatever reasons, it would not allow up loads. It was open. It said up loads and yet, I just unclicked it and reclicked it and now it allows up loads. Sorry about that and your panicked emails at mid night. You just sorted it out yourselves so congrats.
One second. If you already up loaded to your main one, just like resubmit but let me know, I will make sure to check today that you can have multiple submissions which you should be able to and I will check the latest one. I see you all submitted to the draft one and I will give feed back there -- I don't know when.
I will try my best. As soon as I can. Okay? Question?
STUDENT: Does each member have to submit?
INST SPELLER: No. Just one. Then I see them all. Then I will copy over the submissions and then but you will submit the work sheet and the readings, right?
Correct. You submit the readings. PDF of readings and I will make those all available in each of the



weeks.
Okay.
I need the seminar planning and contribution
sheet ASAP. For those doing it the Tuesday will probably want to talk after class. I think you will be first. Then...we will want to talk next week.
Even though your work sheet is not due until the 23, I need to know so we can get your seminar all lined up on the day. Yeah? Okay. Cool. All right. I will invite you now to find your friends.
And group. Move about and share your feed back.



STUDENT: Okay. You did a cool job. Yay.
First of all, I would may be add for a learning objective, discussion I guess never mind. You included taxonomic debate but may be more explicit. I liked your descriptions of the readings.
I think it's helpful for people who are like prioritizing.
And such.
May be add one more peer reviewed readings
but --
STUDENT: We were struggling to find something for --STUDENT: I like fewer readings but comparatively, I don't



know, we had a lot.
I would swap presentation one and two.
At least for myself, discussions of the anatomical features and such makes sense before you get to discussions of their culture.
But that, optional.
I really love the Jeopardy idea.
Although, I worry it takes a lot of time. So I made the suggestion that may be you include the Jeopardy activities on the work sheet in advance of the class.
Just those things can speed run. Because people are slow.
Discussion questions, you talked about migration patterns and I didn't see it in the presentation.
So I would not include it in the discussion if it's not in the presentation.
Otherwise, add it to the presentation.
I think the questions could be more concise.
Because often, in student led discussions I have had in previous classes the questions are really long and then it takes a while for people to get going on the discussion because they don't understand all the words that are really tiny on the screen.
So they can be just shorter but I do like the



questions.
And that's all I have.


STUDENT: Thanks. STUDENT: Thank you.
STUDENT: Over all, I thought it was really good.
The intro part was good. I like that. Very
clear.
There was the -- only thing I was wondering is
is there like enough evidence of his being found on the deference between like a cultures of Neanderthals...a while ago I tried to look for Denisovan culture and couldn't find much. Neanderthal there's a lot but.
STUDENT: I think -- that's my presentation. Bit unsure how I will do it but not...and then may be talk about evidence that might have...how they may relate. How we can use the evidence we have for Neanderthals and apply...knowing they lived together.
STUDENT: Good idea then I like that then.
What was the other thing?
Yeah I think that was pretty much -- only criticism I had. And that the second -- just may be like a reading -- you can add this in your additional readings or bibliography but about the comparison --



your discussion question is comparison between the anatomical deferences, if you can find a paper with the comparisons between them but not necessary if you have both of the separate things any ways.
Yeah. Overall really good.
STUDENT: Thank you.


EMILIJA: ...


STUDENT: Grammar? Yeah.


EMILIJA: ...
STUDENT: That's cute. STUDENT: All right.

STUDENT: You got anything for us?


STUDENT: No?


STUDENT: My only thing was similar to one of your point for us. May be switch the presentations around. Your main aim is to discuss the whether homo...was a should be a separate species or not.
So like, your first presentation goes through that quite a bit but the second one goes more



background information and would be a good lead up to I would say like talking about like specific species classification.
STUDENT: Would you agree putting the...after the presentation would be better idea? Everyone has the information.
STUDENT: Yeah. EMILIJA: ...
STUDENT: The quiz.


STUDENT: Yeah. The quiz.
STUDENT: Their quiz. Yeah. Another thing is we were confused as to when discussion would happen.
Just because it's listed after each presentation -- discussion points. We don't know if you will do a lot of discussion or --
STUDENT: Not decided yet if we want them split up or together.
STUDENT: I was may be confused.
STUDENT: I actually think I have another thing to add on your presentation.
One thing you talked about is we will examine what the discussion...reveal anatomy and culture. For interpreting culture you need a frame work, either gender or like autonomy or tool use. I guess just



include that as well. What frame work you will interpret the culture through. Because if it's just material evidence, you can't really interpret much on that alone.
Yeah.
STUDENT: Do you have other points?


STUDENT: Besides -- I really like how you laid out the structure for each presentation, and the how between the -- I like that.
The only thing beside -- may be expand the
intro.
STUDENT: I didn't think it was necessary. But. STUDENT: Add a bit of summary for the seminar.
STUDENT: I think we will make it prettier too and make the fonts match.
STUDENT: There may be -- I don't know if you corrected this but may be areal and --
STUDENT: There is. STUDENT: You commented. EMILIJA: ...

STUDENT: Yeah and I respect it. I expected no less.


EMILIJA: ...




STUDENT: Did you edit this before submitting? STUDENT: No.

STUDENT: I thought about it. I would have if I thought it was necessary.
EMILIJA: ...
STUDENT: Yeah. But didn't commit. EMILIJA: ...
STUDENT: Last night at 11. STUDENT: Question.

STUDENT: Before Thursday for sure.
STUDENT: Presentation two you talk about...confused as to how it relates to the --
INST SPELLER: Can I talk to all of you, because you are here and trying to -- discussions. But I tried to mix and match you with groups that will be with you in time.
And if you there are -- reading somebody's work sheet and you want to foreshadow what will happen in the seminar, don't give it away but if you are reading a work sheet that's before you if you want a way to call back to the material, this can be helpful way to keep feeling like we are on a continuous path rather



than -- so want to talk about those ideas with your complementary group feel free to.
STUDENT: We are before or after? STUDENT: Before.
EMILIJA: ...
STUDENT: So we are before.
I will be talking a lot about taxonical nomenclature. Because you are talking about taxonomy. If you want to elude to you don't have to recap it and the issues with it, that's a potential for connectivity.
STUDENT: Also just debating on...the difference of the...similar to...
STUDENT: Yeah.
Although I think the debates a little different.
Not too much. We are also really different locations.
Right?


STUDENT: No.
STUDENT: Heidelberg --STUDENT: Asia and Africa.

STUDENT: Yeah, there's debate whether or not it's the --whether it's ancestor to both of yours and or if it's



a separate thing completely -- it's muddled in the information. That's like one of --
STUDENT: Yeah. I will get into how them just having the jaw bone for a while and then finding more really affected the whole classification and how things may have been different if they had found all the things first.
And not just a jaw bone.


STUDENT: A good difference I have seen is instead of a tree of evolution it's a shrub. A bunch of dead ends.
STUDENT: I see -- remerged basically and that was -- it had all different branches reconnecting. What were you going to say? That's the part -- I want to make sure I'm doing it right.
STUDENT: We wondered how pailo environment relates to talking point two and three. May be I just didn't understand.
EMILIJA: ...
STUDENT: Those basically pailo environment during one of the last labs we talked about how pailo environment influences the morphology of the actual -- that's the thing -- the morphology between -- how the pailo environment affected the morphology.
Heidelberg...thank you for the feed back.




STUDENT: Let's keep that. It will be useful.


EMILIJA: ... STUDENT: Oh no.

EMILIJA: ...
STUDENT: Do you want my annotated stuff?


STUDENT: This is ours. STUDENT: Do you want ours? STUDENT: Sure.

EMILIJA: ...
STUDENT: Okay. Perfect.


STUDENT: Brain is not working. STUDENT: You think mine is.
STUDENT: Okay.
I feel like we should talk about the actual --STUDENT: We were not able to finish station one and two.
I really want to finish that.
STUDENT: I need to also --STUDENT: May be --
STUDENT: I just want to figure out what I need to do for



it. I want to know what I need to do. You are doing the presentations. I don't know what to add. You are doing research and I am too but I don't know what sections to write or yeah that stuff.
STUDENT: I don't know. STUDENT: I'm the chair.
STUDENT: I feel like everybody was doing everything. STUDENT: Could you think -- you will lead the discussion? STUDENT: I guess, yes.
STUDENT: Okay. May be can you think about how you may want to structure it. I thought it would be like us explaining the ideas behind the discussion and opening the room but if you have something else --
STUDENT: Remember what the note -- oh no.
STUDENT: From the discussion -- they said, make the discussion questions more concise.
Because we only have 20 -- 20 minutes for the activity --
STUDENT: Did one of the discussion questions not line up they said?
STUDENT: In the discussion part we wrote about migration patterns, doesn't really -- so we have to -- let's leave it out I guess. I do like the discussion point we have now. I think it may be good if Margaret and I work back from there.



Structure our presentation so fits --STUDENT: Cool.
STUDENT: And we should meet one day and try to work on this.
EMILIJA: ... STUDENT: Yeah.

STUDENT: Do you have a class before this on Tuesday?


STUDENT: No. EMILIJA: ... STUDENT: 12:30 ends.
STUDENT: We could meet up before class next Tuesday or --EMILIJA: ...
STUDENT: I work all weekend so not available on weekend.
Friday I also work. I count it as the weekend.


EMILIJA: ... STUDENT: Oh no.

EMILIJA: ...
STUDENT: Class before this...


STUDENT: Tuesday...
What is this?




EMILIJA: ...
STUDENT: Thank you. EMILIJA: ...

STUDENT: Thank you.


STUDENT: Halloween.


EMILIJA: ...


STUDENT: Okay. So work on this on the weekend. Keep texting in the chat and you can say I don't understand this or I don't like this. I don't think this works, be like, and Tuesday we get together and go over everything and then good.
STUDENT: Clarify with her the word count. You said you over heard and I want to make sure.
EMILIJA: ...
STUDENT: Also. Our seminar individual is due -- December
4. Two weeks after the presentation. I want to ask if it's okay to start to work on it before we actually present.
Because I don't know if I can...a thousand words and do the research -- more research in two weeks.



I don't know.


STUDENT: Yeah. I don't know.
So much.


STUDENT: Okay. Anything else?


STUDENT: No. I think --STUDENT: Word count.

INST SPELLER: Two thousand is the max outside word count so if you can get it done in less, that's okay. I would prefer it.

EMILIJA: ...
INST SPELLER: Yeah you don't have to hit -- yeah.
That's just -- two thousand is the max. I don't want more than that.



We have five minutes left. I will be here a bit longer so you can keep going. Next week...if we decide we want to keep going with this, we can do that. Can I say something about releasing your grades? You will get your labs back. These are



marked. It's possible you got the answer right and it's autocorrected...instead of having to correct everyone individually, I will ask you to create a little document that explains to me all the things you think are wrong and at week six you and I can meet and go through all of them together. You will find a lot of them and if you send me an email every time you find something that's wrong I will go insane. So collect them all and we will correct them together and make sure you get all the points you deserve.
Okay.
Everyone want more time next week?
STUDENT: Yes.
INST SPELLER: Only four stations on Thursday.
So okay, what -- we will collectively agree I will extend the deadline. We will come back on Tuesday do this. And I will start to lay out the stuff for next week. Only four stations. Yeah?
Collective agreement? Great.
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