

ARCL 325-A, September 24, 2026


INST SPELLER: If you can sit in your presentation groups.
If you can get with your presentation group, that would be great.
We will sit with our presentation groups, if you can remember.
Are we basically sitting in our presentation groups? In our seminar groups? We will have to do a -- may have to do some rejigging. There's 33 of us in the class.
So the seminar works best with four people, it can work great with three people. Five people is like just too many.
So unfortunately, we can't just do like 8 groups of 4 and one has one extra because five is too many.
So we will probably have to have a couple of groups of three.
Yeah.
A few -- or, if you are crazy you can do a group of two and we would modify your seminar so not as many presentations but basically in our groups? I will come to each of you to see where you are and everything and then we will double check.
But what I want to spend the first 45 minutes to
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may be an hour an today is think about the worksheet and answer your questions about it. It forms the back bone of the seminar and there will be more time to go over if you want to finish lab two or see materials we can get those out. Make sense?
Okay. I will pull this too. Okay.
So I have given you some examples of worksheets.
These are from a different type of class and you can go over them later. I need to collect them after.
These are actual students assignments and I don't want them floating around. From another university and the students have now graduated but I need to get them back. But please put them down for now. You will have a chance to review them later and we will think about what the worksheet is for. Essentially here is that the worksheet is like not like it's a very different kind of assignment. It's not the -- the principle is less to do like academic assignment and more like organize tool for you and planning document for the class. It's foundation for your seminar. The goals are it should prepare your class mates meaningfully. You can have a bit of surprise with the activity. I don't like to give away too much of it in advance. If people need to prepare for a class by



doing readings or bringing something or being prepared in some way to do the activity, you want to make sure that's signalled enough so people feel comfortable and ready to participate. Remember, your class mates are also their participation grade is part. So the more they are prepared the better your seminar will go.
You may not know the experience of trying to do a seminar with students who didn't do the readings. It's hard. And the discussion can go off topic. Good to have your class mates prepared. You want to be able to show the purpose and organization of the session. Want clear aims and goals for the session.
What do you want them to learn and take away from this? It will guide your presentations and activities and discussion.
So it's not a research paper and not a seminar script and you will see examples of what I'm looking for. These are actual student assignments so some are amazing and some less good. That's why I gave you a variety to see how they are set up and to build from them.
So you are actually going to do one group submission with two documents in it. One is the public seminar worksheet. This is public facing. I will make your assignment available on Canvas, this is



the public facing part. About 2 thousand words. Some are around 2 thousand and some are less here. It will include the background readings, presentation guidance and bit about activity and may be some discussion questions you want the class to be thinking about and then like a conclusion.
And then you will have a document just for me and this is more how your seminar will run. Why you selected the readings you did. This allows me also to -- you will have to locate the readings but if you can't get a copy we need to make the readings available for the class. If you have difficulty accessing those, if you need my help we can do that together. It explains who is doing what -- if any contingency plan. What if someone doesn't show up.
And if you need the class set up in a certain way or you need fossil material or anything like that, that goes in that document.
Okay?
Make sense. Okay.
So how does one design a seminar?
I would say -- I would design it as I design my classes.
Which is usually to do back wards. I ask



myself, what do the students need to know or be able to do, what is the point of the seminar, or lecture? Where should they be at the end and then work back from there. If these are the key questions I want to explore and this is the kind of discussion I want to have and where will the information go? In a presentation format or class discussions around certain points or activity that tackles that and design it back wards.
Obviously you have aims and learning objectives tide to your conclusion. But I find it helpful to think about where I want to be at the end and then design it.
When I was a very early teacher, sounds logical, I didn't know that. I would just randomly put shit together and then be like, what a weird lecture, what was the point of that? And the next year I would be like, okay. It took me a while to think where am I trying to get, what should students know and then build it around that. Don't make that mistake.
So you have 80 minutes. The whole class.
And you need to have at least two presentations and I think they are 10 to 15 minutes and then you should have an activity and usually there's a discussion involved and you can decide how you want to



frame that, like whole group discussion or little group discussions. You have flexibility.
Recap, the worksheet need to orient us all, it needs to have a title of the presentation, who is delivering it, should have intro and tell me about the significance of it, you should have your aims and learning objectives and if you need a glossary it should be in there. It needs to prepare us. You give us the two readings we need to read for your seminar and may be even questions you want us to focus on while we do the readings and the presentation topic and guidance and the presenters...if they incorporate key readings the class may want to know if they want to do more readings and it should guide.
You should tell us a bit about the activity, you can keep some things secret but if any discussion questions you want people to think of before. A good lecture or seminar should tell us where we should get to in the end. Helpful sometimes to know where we are going and it should have bibliography. There are some things you need to have in your seminar absolutely.
They don't all have to be in the worksheet but you need to put them in the seminar. About the [reading].
We've it in any way you want but it should to be there. In a perfect world, someone should be able to



take this document and if you were not there, we should be able to run your seminar for you. It would be difficult but if they got it the night before, they should be able to do that. If the presenter didn't come you should be able to hand this to someone else and they should know what the presentation is about and what it covers. Think of it like that.
Okay.
What is a good strong work sheet? Do all the parts contribute to the same general theme?
What can often happen is you end up with discussion questions off piece -- activity that is not clearly link.
So you want everything to be contributing to the
aim.
Should be purposeful so that's -- you want to
make sure you have a key reason why you are asking your class mates to read particular readings and what information that is giving them.
Should be manageable. Be careful about going over time.
80 minutes is not a lot of time so you want to practice and you want to make sure it's not too big.
Analytical. We want to make sure we go beyond a description.



To really target what are key debates and key research questions and interpretations.
Yeah. Has to be obviously clear from the seminar worksheet. Someone else should be able to deliver this if you were not there. I went over this already but the planning statement needs the required reading rational. Responsibility, who will do what. That helps me to understand -- you will be graded for the seminar. You get a grade as whole and your own mark...it's a combination of the group as a whole and your individual contribution so it's important you outline on the planning statement who was responsible for which part because I will use that to construct your grade. What happens if someone doesn't show up? That's important to have.
And then any material practical needs. What do you need? I need to know those.
There's a dead line -- but tell me as soon as possible if I need huge flip charts. Don't tell me that the day before. Make sense?
Yeah? Okay. Questions?
All this is written in huge detail on Canvas.
If you look, you will see there's an assignment guide



that tell you everything that needs to be in the documents. We are going over it to see examples and get a feel. Anyone run a seminar before? Amazing. Anyone given a presentation? Yeah? Good. It can feel daunting I know and next class we will have tips for presenting so we can all get comfortable.
Questions? Oh God, what? None?

STUDENT: Can we do more than one activity.
INST SPELLER: Good question. As long as there's a clear rational and it won't use up valuable time.
Yes. If it's a paired activity or two short activities that can be okay but you need a strong rational how it will contribute to your goals.
STUDENT: For the readings, week 7 we will have the readings --
INST SPELLER: Hope so. STUDENT: So -- okay.
INST SPELLER: Yeah. So you will give me a copy of the readings and I will up load them in a list. For each week there's a spot on Canvas that has the work sheet and if you have more resources you need people to read or know about then the readings and work sheet and



readings. It will all appear there.
You will also get a chance to have feed back on your worksheet. That's because you can't bomb -- I mean, in the sense that like your class mates are relying on you and your team to create good academic content. Right?
And because of that responsibility I want to make sure you have all the support and guidance that you need.
So that means that -- I'm not sure which week but there's a note in Canvas that says you can submit your draft worksheet and I will go over it and offers suggestions. Oh that's vague or you are missing this or what about this? So we will make sure everyone will deliver amazing seminars. I want everyone to get an A.
Because it means you have delivered an amazing seminar.
Any other questions.
I will give you time to look at the worksheet. The example worksheets. These are from a variety of classes. They are all third year -- upper year classes and on a variety of topic. Some archeology science and some environmental archeology and sustainability so and on. There are different types



of topics but you want to think about like what -- can you tell what the seminar is trying to accomplish?
Do the readings and presentations and activities go well together?
I will tell you that some of these are like --the topics are odd.
Not something I would have chosen.
And sometimes the presentations, it's hard to make the link between the presentation and the overall goal. Think, is this clear what we are all trying to get out of this? Do the presentations lead me somewhere? Is it clear what I'm meant to understand. Sometimes debate questions in there like I'm not sure it is a strong academic debate. What is the worksheet doing well. Do you think you can run that seminar with that information?
Just so it will give you a flavour and you can trade it and discuss. Of course, be nice.
These people have donated their worksheets don't want to be too mean even though they are not here. Be kind but thoughtful.
Make sense? I will let you do that.
For a while. And I will come around and check out how we are doing. What your seminar topic is.
How you are feeling.



Et cetera. Yeah.
Okay.
Go for it.
Okay. I just -- table, and reminded me of something, the first six weeks of the class we do a lot of lab work and taxonomy and let us all get up to speed. The syllabus, the other components of the class are thinking about big questions and hominin evolution. Why expansion of our brains, what is the selective pressure causing this. Environment, habitat, diet, grandmother hypothesis, man hunter, fire and cooking. There's a lot of really fantastic theoretical questions that go along with the concept of hominin evolution and don't want to forget about these because we are fixated on the first weeks of anatomy. Don't forget although I ask you about fossil finds anatomical features you want your presentation to tackle what makes your group distinct from previous or future groups. If homo hablis...tool groups because that happens with yours or Miocene apes and...may be thinking about dietary specialization.
So you want to think a bit about what makes your hominin unique, what forces are acting on them, what bigger picture theoretical questions going with that.



Don't forget to tackle those in your presentations and activities.
Go.
Can I just -- I'm coming around to talk to all of you I hope in the next little bit but I want to mention two things, a question here, are there casts of the material that we are discussing? Yes we have a cast collection. So if you want to be able to show casts of particular specimens we have a lot. That's something you want to talk about me about. And then we can look in the cupboards and see what you may need. You can have those, yeah.

STUDENT: All right... INST SPELLER: No.
Not homolady(?)...everybody floresins we may
have.
There's some kind -- they have different names
but -- the second thing to mention with activities and things, there's a whole -- if you look online for the concept of a CAT you will find a lot of examples.
These are great activities for testing different kind of learning. Range from one minute, little tests, to 15, 20 minutes.
So it will give you nice ideas. You know the



concept of think, pair, share, that's a classroom assessment technique. So yeah there's a lot of them -- draw a word cloud, talk to a friend -- do a debate. Hundreds of them. You can use little one
interspersed in or after the presentation and a bigger one for the activity. But these can give you good ideas about how to integrate some fun into your -- so, go, keep talking.
All right. Half an hour left of class and I want to give you time to look at the stations again if you need.
So I will put out on different tables so you can look if you need.
Remember, lots of time to develop the work shop but as it comes together, I would love to hear your thoughts on where you think you are going. Obviously, there's core material we should tackle in this class and I don't want us to walk away from a class in paleoanthropology and never having talked about what some of the selective forces are for increasing brain size. I may ask, if you come and I feel there's room in your seminar, redundancy or, I may say, do you think that we could -- what about weaving in this debate? I will make sure there's time, we have the worksheet, so I may ask you to start to tackle key



questions. If it's not built already in, I may ask you to start to tackle some of these questions in your seminar. Make sense? Any burning questions -- the key roles we see having as a chair, two presenters and someone who runs the activity. That's -- those are sort of the main roles that you will be evaluated on as your individual part of the contribution but we want to make sure if you want to configure it in another way it's possible but I need to know that, so I know everyone is adjudicated fairly.
No other questions?
Again, a lot of you ask about particular specimens -- I may go through and reveal to you a catalogue of what we have and then you will be able to see. Actually, we have a surprising amount.
But some things are too recent. So -- okay.
All right. I will -- you can spend the rest of the time as you like, and I will come and pick up the worksheets and I will also put out the...
Before I put it out, anyone need it? Want the stations? I will put them away then the rest of the time. Great.
Can I have your attention?
Remember how I said every seminar needs to include the taxonomy and fossil finds and key



scientific figures? There is a list of requirements? It can be any where in the seminar, may be the chair introduces or it's in the hand out. As long as everyone who comes leaves with that information. I don't mind how it's presented but needs to be presented at some point. You don't need to put in the worksheet but I should by the end of your seminar, everyone needs to know that.
Yeah? And you can deliver that information however you like.
Cool? Cool.
Yeah, if you are done, you are free to go but if you want to keep working, you can.
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