

***********************************
INSTR. A. SHIVA: Good morning everyone. Emilija let me know syllabus was unavailable or you couldn't access it. So I made it available so you should have access to the syllabus now, at least. Sorry about that. I thought you already have access to it. But the good thing is that the purpose of our class today is just to go over the syllabus and what the course is about. So we can do it together. Do you have access to the syllabus now? Good. Perfect. So welcome to anthropology horizons. It is the very first time in the history of UBC that this course has been -- that this course is offered.
The reason for that is because it's a new course. I created it two years ago but never had a chance to teach it and it almost takes a year for this to go through the Senate process so when you offer a new course there are several committees that need to meet and approve a course but it was on the books since last year but I didn't have a chance to teach it so I'm very excited about teaching the course for the first time and I can tell you about why we decided to have this class, this course. It's basically professionalization course for undergrad students. Professionalization courses are very common in grad school. Yeah, in almost all grad programs, there is a professionalization course where they talk about -- because it's grad school they induce classes they talk about for example how to teach. A university
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class. How to publish an anthropology for example, whatever discipline you are in. Anthropology article. So it's about how to become a professional anthropologist. But professionalization courses for undergrad programs they are usually very rare. I know that ...	Are here as one but we never had one but every time we -- not every time but in many conversations in faculty meetings for example we thought that it is something that I mean that we need. For different reasons. For one reason is that we do not have an honour seminar. So our honour's students, they for most part on their own and they are dependent on the meetings between themselves and the -- their supervisors. So there's no community. So originally one reason for this course was to have one place, I mean, it never was meant to be required for honours students but we thought that I mean, having a place, having something adjacent to an honours seminar could be a good idea.
Although for those of you who are doing an honours project this term, I know two of you, yeah, that are honours students this year, so you will have separate from this class you will have monthly meetings with other students in the department so there will be community there. So but I mean, beyond the honours program one reason for this course was to have a place to talk about research in general and writing beyond just your methods courses. In your methods courses



for the most part the focus is on your -- on the different techniques depending on the subject and different techniques that you use to collect data to analyze data. So usually in met /O*DZ courses you did not talk about the research itself. The research itself more deeply than just techniques. So that was one of the reasons research and writing. The other reason was because many anthropology students they at least if they don't want to do it now they are interested in learning about graduate programs. What graduate school looks like, how to apply. Where to start. That type of thing so that was another reason. Again you do not need to actively looking for a graduate program or even thinking about it but as long as it's one of the options after you graduate, this course can help with that. Or can talk about it.
The other thing was of course for options after graduation was the idea of what you can do with your anthropology degree. So basically careers that you can use and apply your anthropology degree after you graduate. So that is the other aspect of thinking about putting this course together.
In general the idea is for you to participate in this course to feel like an anthropologist and not any type of anthropologist, a UBC graduate anthropologist. So I mean, who you are, your identity as a professional anthropologist after graduating from UBC is the core idea of this class.



The reason we put it together.
Does it make sense what is the whole thing is? So it's basically very simply put is to talk about everything that is on your mind as an upper year final year wherever you are in your degree, anthropology student. Now that you are getting close to the end line, what you think, how you feel about I mean your degree, your whole undergrad degree. What possibilities exist after you graduate or as you are finishing your degree. So this is the general idea behind it.
Again, this is a very unique course for an under graduate degree in humanities and social sciences. The other example again is in Poly sci you but we thought that it is necessary, it is helpful for one reason because individual faculty members they receive many of these type of questions from the individual students. So we thought that maybe it's good to have a community around for students who are thinking about their degree.
So because it is a new course we are quite free and flexible in how we shape it. This is also something that we can work together to create and set an example for other instructors who want to teach this course, other students who want to take this course. So the syllabus, if this works, basically covers those three things or topics. The first one being research and writing. Again we are going to look at



the -- not the techniques but the more practical ideas behind research and writing. We are going to talk about ethics but not the way that you talk about ethics in your methods courses. We are going to talk about ethics mostly in terms of in the week that we spend on that on actually looking at how an ethics application works. What kind of things that you need to think about. And it is totally different from --not totally different but quite different from what you think a more abstract terms about ethics of doing human research.
Human subject research.
We are going to talk about also writing. But not writing simple in terms of writing an anthropological article but also other modes of writing. For example, writing for the public from anthropological point of view.
So here if you see these are the units. Research and writing skills, graduate school and careers in anthropology. In the second one we are going to talk about graduate school. Again you don't need to now actively applying to grad programs but the idea is to basically share with you what grad school is good for. If it is a good fit or not because more and more what we hear from anthropology graduates is that to get good jobs they need something more than just an undergrad degree. It's not true about all people and all careers but I mean, and it's not necessarily meaning you need a graduate degree but sometimes it is anthropology and a



certificate, anthropology degree and for archaeologists in many cases your driving licence. So need to understand what kind of post-graduation option graduates, we are going to talk about this. If you are actually looking or thinking about graduate school you are going to talk about what goes into a graduate application, what people look for in admission committees when they look at your application. So for example, how you write your statement of purpose, how you go and ask for your letters of recommendation. So all those kind of things. We are going to talk about in here. And in our last the unit we are going to talk about careers and there we are going to have a guest lecturer by someone from arts career centre and also our program.
Does it make sense how or what the purpose, the philosophy of this class is as a professionalization class. So it is not theory heavy class. It is not -- of course we are going to use our anthropological frameworks, point of view in understanding things that we think about and review, but it's not an anthropology class in the strict sense of the. We are not going to discuss anthropology theory or history every class. It is how to apply all of that in real world professional settings basically. Yeah.
We are also going to talk about what it means to be an anthropology graduate from UBC because every department of anthropology they have or every good department of



anthropology they have their own long history and tradition and strengths in certain things, so how you can basically distinguish yourself as specifically a UBC anthropology graduate, what kind of skills, mindsets you are trained in without explicitly knowing about that because you were trained in UBC department of anthropology. You are going to talk about basically your identity as an anthropologist graduate or who is graduating from UBC anthropology here too.
We are going to have a few guest lecturers to talk about all of this. We are going to closely work with graduate students in anthropology who are taking the equivalent of this course in the graduate level, luckily they are having the same course at the same time that you have, just now. A few doors from us. So we are going to collaborate with them. It's also a very good opportunity for you to learn from someone who is already in graduate school, some of them have already worked as anthropologists before applying to grad school so some sort of informal mentorship. They can provide you with that. At the same time in exchange in one class what you are going to do for them is that when they practice teaching anthropology, you are going to be the expert audience for them to informally evaluate or give them feedback on their teaching. We are going to work with them closely. Again the idea is to create this network as people who are about to graduate in this year, next year, something



around that, it is important to have this network of other people similar to you in their journey and also people who are a few steps in advance -- further than you. So you can have that social network of support when you are navigating other possibilities or your options after graduation. Does it make sense? So I'm basically sharing with you my thinking about putting this course together.
There are -- so in terms of the things that we are going to read. Again, this is not a -- reading is part of any class but reading in terms of reading it and being tested on it is not the idea here. So the idea here is just to read and see what we can apply to our basically professional development.
So you don't need to buy any textbook or anything like that of course. The readings they are mostly short articles and also some chapters from this book. The book is why the world needs anthropologists." So it helps you ^ basically figure out your own identity as an anthropologist but also it helps you how you can translate the skills that you develop as an anthropology student when you apply for jobs outside the academia too. So it gives you many reason as to why you can or that you can use to convince your employers, your future potential employer that is why the world needs you as an anthropologist.
So that is the text. The course requirements, so



there are very short activities and these short activities, it's just again so the idea here, the larger idea here for me definitely is not your grades. So as a small cohort of students in your upper or in many cases final year in the program, in a class that is not about theory or anthropology per se, the idea is not for me to grade you strictly on every single assignment. But these assignments are there, those weekly assignments are there to -- for us to basically help us think about the topic of that week. So some of them are as simple as writing a couple of paragraphs about why you like anthropology. Why you chose anthropology. What do you think about, I mean, yourself as an anthropologist. And some of them are, for example, to create a short statement of purpose, just to put your ideas there. Those weekly assignments, they are more practical kind of stuff. Also there is there are pro projects that we are going to work together. One of them is to hold a panel of -- we are going to work with that with ANT5 or 6 which is equivalent of course in that grad program with people this that course to create a panel that of the panelists will be the grad students and if we can we can also think about adding faculty members if they are available to the panel. We are going to hold it at the end of the term so it will be open to all.
The idea is for you to organize an event as a class. So coming up with the questions for the panelists, coordinating



with them, asking the questions, how to run a panel which is a very important professional skill. The other project is that we are going to create a guide for our department and this is -- this is not something that you are going to give to me and we will be over with it. It's actually a guide that the department -- the next students in the department are going to use.
For that you should also have access to that as well.
But I don't know, have you ever seen the department's brochure? No. It's good that you haven't seen it because you would be very disappointed if you saw it. I mean, it is very outdated. It doesn't provide any useful information at all. It's not attractive at all and I don't know when it was put together, perhaps a decade ago or so. So I mean our project is basically to create a better basically guide for the department of anthropology.
And there are different components to it so these are the possible things that can go to there. Why anthropology. The department and its subfields. Navigating the degree.
Anthropology beyond the classroom, after the degree. So for these you are going to collect the material and there are many examples there of things that you can do, you can write
-- so one thing that I -- we are going to talk about this project constantly throughout the term and work on it but one thing is for example the description of courses on UBC collar



on the website they are not very good. They very brief. They don't tell us a lot about what is going to happen in the course. Some courses they don't even have any description.
They are just the name is there. So the idea is that if you have taken a course you can write your own individual experience or description of your experience of what that course actually is about. Not for all of them but for a few of them we can also include videos of interviews with faculty member. Again a couple of them perhaps for the department history, I know for a fact I don't know where it is now that so no longer exists but there are some very interesting historical footage that we know that they exist. It would be very interesting to try and find them of some anthropologists visiting the department in the 1970s and 80s. Or I mean, in general talking about what the department of anthropology at UBC is, a little bit of its history. It's different important units like law ^ sp? just like a better introduction to the department. So I mean, if we just need to contribute a piece basically to this guide to have collectively something that is actually very valuable to the whole community, future students. The other thing is that, I mean, that we can use that basically to recruit the students. And I mean, by that you also work on some of your skills as well. We are going to use hopefully a project management software that you already have access to to UBC so you can




























>> Senior.

also learn about how to manage a project, coordinate a project which is in itself a great skill. So this is the other major project. The idea again is the community, to learn together as students and instructor in this course and with the students in ANTH506 about anthropology, our department and possibilities after graduation, careers in anthropology and to create something meaningful. That is the whole idea behind this course.
It should be in general more relaxing than your upper level theory seminars or theory heavy seminars. And we will have guest lecturers, the first person who is going to visit us is Dr. Menzies who is the post experienced faculty member now. Oldest perhaps is not the right word so someone who has been here for the most amount of time, what is the word for that, not.

INSTR. A. SHIVA: Senior most faculty members in the department to talk about UBC department of anthropology, it's history. And our identity as UBC anthropologists. We have a class on literature review. There is -- so I wrote to people at the library who run these workshops for them to come to our class but they couldn't at this time but they said that there is a mastering literature workshop on Wednesday of that week.
September 23rd. From 12:00 to 1:30 so my question is if we can all go to this workshop we can cancel our class and go



there between 12:00 and 1:30. I can also send that -- no, you cannot. The rest of you? I can also do a poll kind of thing to see how many can go there. Then it can be workshop on literature review during the first unit of our class which is about writing and research. I mean, this workshop also is meant for graduate students but they told me the organizers of that workshop said that I mean, it's totally appropriate for upper year students, honour grad students too.
Okay. Do you want to take like five minutes to review the syllabus because you didn't have access to it. I have one print copy too if you want to. And also this is the final project. You can look at those two kind of things for 5, 7 minutes and if you have any questions you can ask me.
Otherwise or after that we can call it a day. And continue with our first actual unit on Monday. So take your time.
Review the syllabus, let me know what you think or if you have any questions. Do we need more time? We are good. Yeah. Okay. So this is the brochure I was talking about. So this is the thing I mean, that is whatever we do, it will be better than this. So the bar is not very high but we are going to try to for the final project the outcome of the final project to be way better than this.
Any questions about the syllabus? So again the syllabus I put all sorts of ...	Stuff like that the idea is not to grade you strictly -- the idea is to have a community



so my most important expectation from you as people who participate in this class is to try to help develop that community. And work toward those projects of course. It should be more than anything else a fun class to have conversations about our understanding of what our discipline, the discipline that we like is and what kind of possibilities exist for us in the future.
Are we good? Yes. Okay. So sorry that I mean, I didn't realize that the syllabus is not available to you before class and thank you Emilija for noticing that it's missing. If you have questions, I see you on Monday, so if throughout our term we could find that footage from for sure I know it as a fact from some of my sources a faculty member who actually have seen that footage. We know that we have the footage of Claude Levi-Strauss visit to the department of anthropology. But where it is that is a mystery. Do you know Claude Levi-Strauss. We know he has visited Museum of Anthropology and there is video of him visiting the department. What we create as a final project also good because in two years the new an sell building will open.
STUDENT: When we graduate it will be available which will be really nice for when we come back to visit.
INSTR. A. SHIVA: But you know that you all are invited in August of 2028 when there will be an event when we go back to Ancill building. I know that so many people won't be nearby to



attend the event but actually there is a committee faculty committee in our department who are already trying to organize an event. We are very hopeful that it happens in August of 2028. The last update of the Ancill building, do you want to know that? Is that they are ahead of their plan. Which is totally unheard of when it comes to construction but they are ahead of their plan, the builders. Do you know about the new Musqueam archaeology centre? Those classrooms I don't know 20 something, the classrooms whose windows were towards the courtyard with tomato plants. Do you know where did you have your ANTH100 discussion sessions? Do you remember? On the main level there are these classroom when you entered in the past and the building on your right, so now I mean Musqueam in collaboration with Dr. Andrew Martin day they got a huge multi million dollar federal grant and there will be a Musqueam archaeology centre. So the thing is that the developers, the constructors, they wanted this to be ready I mean the same time as the Ancill building but its separate. It goes in that courtyard next where the next to the anthropology. It will be a new building basically added to Ancill building and people throughout UBC are very excited about Musqueam archaeology centre. Yeah. So I mean, I know thinking about future is usually very depressing but there are actually good news too. Perfect. Have a great weekend. Enjoy the rest of your first week of classes and I'll see you



on Monday. In the meantime if you have any questions just let me know and think about this as our small community of upper year undergrad anthropology students.
******************************************.
Lana Grace Allen, RPR, RCR.
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